
 
 

Council Rock School District strongly encourages parents to survey the outstanding collection of challenging literature contained within our program.  
Much of the content presents ideas and issues that are important, complex, and encourage critical thinking.  Any connection discussed in class is made 
that much stronger by the conversation and connections that are made at home.  We invite you to discuss any of the elements of our courses with your 
child's teacher. 

 

Honors English 10 Syllabus 

Name: _____________________________                                                                                Period: ____ 
Syllabus 

Mr. Stadnycki 
 

People always think something's all true.  
People never notice anything. 

~J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye, Chapter 2 
 

 Though written over 50 years ago, both of the above quotations have important implications for our study of literature and 
nonfiction this year.  It will be our job to notice the nuances of the language in the texts we read, delving deeper into meaning beyond 
the text and discovering what aspects are true for us.  We will focus on topics including man’s responsibility to mankind, choices and 
consequences, and the concept of a tragic hero. 
 In order to pursue this aim; you will read texts, write critical responses, and discuss topics that our authors bring to the table.  
You must show up to class prepared and ready to think critically and discuss our topics.  Critical thought is the cornerstone of literary 
study and learning to read effectively.  You’ve chosen to take a very challenging class, and success in this class will be largely dependent 
on the work you’re willing to put forth. 
 The following sections of this syllabus will explain the curriculum, course requirements, grading systems, and classroom 
conduct. 
 

Curriculum 
Reading:   
 World literature: novels, short stories, non-fiction documents, essays, and poetry. 
 You’re required to complete a reading-response notebook with assigned readings.  See the Reading Notebook 

prompt for details (this will be given out in class). 
 
Writing: 

• Reader-Response notebooks (RRN) 
• In-class and out-of-class expository essays 
• Variety of short writing (paraphrase, reaction, reflection, SAT and PSSA preparation) 

• I-Search paper/research paper 
• Mini literary criticisms 
• Poetry / creative work 
 
Vocabulary:  (20% of semester grade) 
Vocabulary work is to be completed as assigned.  Tests will be completed weekly, with possible interruptions.  Vocabulary will be a 
percentage of the final exam.  I heavily recommend purchasing a vocabulary book ($12.00) early in the first week of school.  I can 
ONLY accept checks made out to “CRS Activities Fund—English Dept.” 
 
Grammar: 
Review of conventions will be through focus lessons presented by the instructor.  As students review specific aspects of grammar, they 
will be expected to complete review work on these skills and demonstrate their ability to integrate the skill into their writing 
assignments.  Grammar will be a percentage of the final exam. 
 
I-Search Paper: 
The final draft of this paper is worth 25% of the marking period grade in which it is graded (likely the 2rd, though this is subject to 
change).  If you fail the project or do not submit on time, it’s likely you could fail the marking period. 
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Keystone Exam and SAT Testing: 
Preparation for the SAT Standardized testing is greatly assisted by the English Department Vocabulary Program.  Some SAT preparation 
will be done in class.  Specific PSSA instruction will take place at various times throughout the year, but the reading and writing skills 
needed for the students to successfully manage the testing experience are reinforced throughout the curriculum. 
 
Grading: 
Students’ grades are calculated based on numerical averages.  Vocabulary homework and tests are 20% of a student’s grade each 
marking period.  During the 1st and 2nd marking periods, all other work will total 80% of the student’s grade.  The I-Search paper will 
compromise 25% of a student’s grade in whichever marking period the paper is graded.  During the 4th marking period, finals make up 
25% of the student’s MP grade. FYI: an 89 is an 89.  An 89 = B+.  An 89.5 automatically rounds up in the computer, so I 
follow that guide.  You earn the grade. 
 
Return of Assessments Policy 

 Council Rock School District recognizes the need for regular student assessment. Assessment can take many forms: class work, 
homework, reports, projects, student writing, student performance, quizzes, teacher developed tests, department/district tests, 
mid-term and final exams, and standardized tests.  

 Teachers will provide the opportunity to review assessments in a classroom setting. With the exception of District Assessments, 
students have the option of taking assessments home. In lieu of taking an assessment home, students may leave the assessment with 
the teacher for future use/reference.  

 District Assessments are defined as summative assessments that are collaboratively created and administered across schools. District 
Assessments are available for review at parent request. These are the current District Assessments administered to students: mid-
terms, finals, quarterlies/unit tests and elementary pre and post assessments.  

 At the secondary level, the Home Access Center will indicate with an asterisk those District Assessments that will not go home. 

 
Film Policy 

 As a follow up to our study of World Literature, the following film may be viewed during class.  In accordance with Council Rock 
School District policy, parent permission is required for the viewing of rated-R films. Student or parents objecting the use of rated-R 
films will be excused from the assignment without penalty and an alternate assignment given.  A permission letter will be sent home 
to parents prior to the use of any such films.   

 Scenes from Excalibur, Camelot, and/or First Knight –in coordination of our study of The Once and Future King. 

 Cry, the Beloved Country—in coordination with our study of Cry, the Beloved Country. 

 All my Sons—used in coordination with Arthur Miller’s play, All my Sons 

 The Merchant of Venice—used in coordination with Shakespeare’s play, The Merchant of Venice 

 Oedipus the King—used in coordination with Sophocles’ play, Oedipus 

 Antigone—used in coordination with Sophocles’ play, Antigone 

 
Policy Notes / Odds and Ends: 
 
 All assignments must be handed in during class time, NOT AFTER CLASS.   
 I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE HOMEWORK. No exceptions / no partial credit for late work.  Major projects and essays will be 

dropped a full letter grade for each late day.  If a major assignment isn’t submitted at the beginning of the period, I will consider it a 
day late. 

 If a problem occurs with your computer, you must bring a note from a guardian explaining the situation, along with work evidence to 
show you have not procrastinated.  Simply, don’t wait until the night before to begin.  There is no late group work; your group must 
present the assigned day. 

 You are responsible for all notes written on the board, given verbally, or presented in any form.  Maintain all notes and handouts for 
the year in an organized binder/notebook, and bring your materials to class, including course texts and RRN. 

 Your assignment book is a crucial textbook.  Do not rip out pages.  You will need the documentation information contained in that 
handbook. 
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IF YOU ARE ABSENT or if you miss a handout, please ask me for a copy BEFORE or AFTER class or at clinic.  Work due on days 
during which you are absent is due immediately upon return, and you must show me the work; I will not come to you.  Any missed 
quizzes or tests must be made up within two days.  If you’ll be absent for more than two days, contact your “class partner” (below) or 
email me at mstadnycki@crsd.org if the absence will extend beyond a week. 
 
Class Partners:    
 
Name:________________________  Phone:______________ Email___________________ 
Name:________________________  Phone:______________ Email___________________ 
 
If you do email, I will reply as soon as possible.  I will reply to all emails, so don’t assume I’ve read your email until you receive a reply.  
Your emails to me must be written in formal, Standard English with a greeting and closing with your name. 
 
 I will be available during clinic on Tuesday and Thursday, and I’m here to help you.  If you wish to make an appointment on another 

day or at another time, please see me personally to schedule time. 
 
Class Conduct: 
Respect is crucial to our conversation and our school community.  You deserve to meet in our class each day in a safe, positive, and 
encouraging environment.  We can achieve this goal through respect in our conversations with each other and through supportive class 
discussions. 
 
My expectations are straightforward and designed to create a supportive, productive class: 

• Respect each other and me through your actions and speech. 
• Be in class and ready when the bell rings.  If you’re late, bring a note.  Get settled ASAP. 
• No cell phones, ipods, head-sets (etc.) will be present or used in class.  I will confiscate them immediately upon sight.  
• Put away work from other classes; I will confiscate it upon sight. 
• Discussions of grades should be done after school by appointment. 
• The best way to pay attention and stay awake is to contribute to class; it is your opportunity and privilege to learn in the classroom.  

You are responsible for yourself, and, as such, you are responsible for the consequences of your actions.   
 
Materials:  You should have these in class and available at all times. 

• Three-ring notebook for taking notes and handouts.  If you take notes here, include lined paper. 
• Loose paper. 

• Highlighters (buy a pack of multi-colored) 
• Writing Utensils 
• Post-it notes (very helpful, but not mandatory) 
• USB Device (very helpful, but not mandatory) 
 
Take any vacation or absences into consideration when scheduling group presentations or noting major due dates of assignments.  If 
you’re going on vacation, your project/essay is due BEFORE you leave.  You must notify me in advance.   
 
Scheduled absences:  Model UN, Presidential Classroom, club or other activity, family vacation, sporting events, etc.  If you are 
going to be absent when an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to show me the work prior to your absence.  Any submission 
after that point will receive zero credit. 
 
Unplanned absence: 
It is your responsibility to immediately show me any work due during your absence. 
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Extra-credit: 
Opportunities for extra credit will appear throughout each quarter.  I will not provide extra chances at the end of a semester simply to 
boost a lagging grade. 
 
Other thoughts: 
If at any time you’re having trouble, I’m happy to sit down and discuss any issues. If you’re feeling stressed, overwhelmed, or want to 
discuss an assignment, PLEASE, PLEASE schedule a clinic time.  I’m here to help, but you have to ask.  It’s likely I won’t know you’re 
confused unless you say so. 
 
I’m extremely excited for an important, challenging year.  Hopefully, we will get to know and understand one another through a 
productive teacher-student relationship.  Through our class activities, I hope to engage with the idea that we indirectly encounter on a 
daily basis - What does it mean to be a member of our society, and what responsibilities do we have to each other?  Let’s find out 
together. 
 
Mr. Stadnycki                                                     Office Phone:  215-944-1151 
mstadnycki@crsd.org 

Clinic Room:  254 
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